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Select Colour Range 
 

 

Sometimes making a selection can be quite difficult but there are many tools to help you with the job.  

Most people are familiar with the magic wand.  You simply click on areas of your image to pick up that 

area.  But some people may not be familiar with the tolerance setting at the top of their window.  Like 

dealing with children, the more tolerant you are the higher the setting.  In the case of the magic wand, 

the higher the setting, the greater the colour range your are selecting. 

 

I like to use Select/Colour Range for large 

selection areas.  Make sure a pixel layer(image 

layer) is active and go to Select/Colour Range.  A 

window will open up.  If you click on the left 

eyedropper (1) and then click on your main 

image (not your preview window) you will then 

see the preview window is picking up the 

selections.  You have a few choices on your 

window.  Invert is for if you want to invert the 

selection.  At the bottom of the window you have 

two choices selection or image.  I prefer to see the 

selection in the preview window.  In this case, 

white is the selected pixels, black pixels are 

unselected and grey is partly selected. 

 

If you slide the fuzziness slider (2) you will see 

your selection area increase or decrease.  You 

can add or remove areas by clicking on the ‘+’ or 

‘-‘  eyedroppers.  You can also invert your 

selection by ticking the invert box (3). 

 

Your selection preview has a few options.  I prefer to see my image which makes selecting a lot easier but 

you may prefer one of the others.  Try each one to suit.  Sometimes you don’t pick a colour with a high 

enough colour saturation so this method may have difficulties picking up the colour.  But I like to use this 

tool when dealing with tricky selections like this image.  I know there is a fairly similar colour around the 

boy therefore it will make it easier for selection this way rather than by lasso. 

 

You can have the localized colour clusters box ticked to make your range of selection more suitable.  I 

prefer not to use it in most cases. 

 

As you can see in the screenshot most of the boy is black in the preview window.  I am actually choosing 

to select everything around the boy instead.  Click ok. 

 

You will now see the marching ants on your image but you won’t be able to see the marching ants 

around the partially selected areas.  Here is where I have my own way of simplifying the selection.  Add 

this selection as a mask to an Adjustment Layer eg. Hue & Saturation.  The image will look the same.  I 

am purely using the mask to finish my selection.  The adjustment layer itself will have no bearing on the 

image.  Alt+Click on the mask and it will make your image go black and white.  You are now looking at 

the mask in a large format. 

 



Photoshop Basics 

 

2 

As you can see around the boys boot it is grey.  So 

zoom in to the boot and with a small white brush 

(100% opacity) paint around the boot. (Screenshot on the 

right) 

 

With your lasso tool draw a line around the boy 

making sure you stay inside the white.  Invert your 

selection and fill with or paint white with your brush. 

 

You will still see a slight grey area around the boy.  

With your magic wand tool, set your tolerance to 20 

and pick up the white and grey areas around the boy.  

Fill this entire area with white.  Invert your selection 

and fill this selection with black. (Screenshot below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You now have the boy selected in black.  Alt+Click on your layer 

mask in your layer palette and your image will return but the 

marching ants will be around the boy.  Make this a mask on your 

image layer and the background will suddenly disappear.  Job 

done. 


