
Photoshop Basics 

 

1 

 

Adding a Border 
 

 

We are now going to add a Border.  There are a few ways we can do this.  But I am going to show you a 

way that gives you much more flexibility, especially in changing the border colours without having to 

undo your steps. 

 

Double click on your Background Layer in your Layer Palette.  This will change the Background Layer 

to Layer 1.  The lock on the layer is no longer there.  This means you can work on this layer in whatever 

form you want.  But in this case we are going to be making a new layer beneath this layer so we had to 

unlock the layer. 

 

Go to Image/Canvas Size (Alt+Ctrl+C).  Increase your Width and Height.  I chose 50 pixels on 

both….this means I am increasing the size by 25 pixels on each side.  Click okay.  You will see there is 

now a checkered area around your image.  This means that area is transparent.  So let’s add some 

colour.   

 

Click on the 

black/white 

circle at the 

bottom of the Layer 

Palette and choose 

Solid Colour.  A new 

window will appear.  

By clicking in the long 

colour strip (1) you 

can choose a general 

colour range.  Then 

click in the large 

window (2) for a more 

precise colour.  You 

can even take note of 

the exact colour you 

like by copying the 

colour code in the 

colour number box 

(3) for future 

reference to that exact colour.  Don’t 

worry too much about not being able 

to see your cat image on the main 

screen.  The layer is currently sitting 

above the cat layer.  Click okay when 

you have chosen your border colour. 

 

 

Your Layer Palette will now show 2 

layers (Layer 1 at the bottom and 

Color Fill Layer on top) Holding 

down your left mouse button drag the 

Color Fill layer to just beneath Layer 

1 and release.  You should now see 
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your cats.  Layer 1 is now sitting on top of the Color Fill Layer. 

 

Double click on Layer 1 in the Layer Palette (Do not click on the words) and a new window will open up.  

Click on the word Stroke (1) in the menu on the left hand side. And you will see these options appear.  

You can alter the colour of the stroke around your cat layer (Layer 1) by clicking on the Color box (2) 

and selecting a colour.  You can also alter the size of the stroke, the opacity of the stroke and the position 

of the stroke via the Structure options (3).  Play around with these settings to see the difference on your 

image.  When you are happy click okay. 

 

 

You may find that you aren’t happy with the 

border colour now, so you can change it very 

easily by double clicking on the Color Fill 

Layer Icon in your Layer Palette and the 

Color Window will come up again.  Click on 

different colours to see how they will appear.  

When you are happy Click okay.  You can 

also change your stroke colour by double 

clicking on your Layer 1 layer in your Layer 

Palette and when the Layer Style box opens 

click on the stroke options again and play 

around with your colour and/or settings.  

When you are satisfied with your image, save 

it in your folder as a JPEG but make sure 

you change the name or it will save over the 

previous version.  You can add ‘border’ into 

the name if you choose, as long as it is a 

different name to the previous cat image.  As you can see here I chose a white border with a black stroke.  

Do not close your image. 

 

 

 

 

Drop Shadow 

 
Sometimes you may want to have a drop 

shadow instead of a border.  Double click 

on your image icon on your Layer Palette 

and when the Layer Style window appears, 

untick the Stroke and click okay.  Some 

people like to choose the Drop Shadow 

option in the Layer Palette but I am going 

to show you another way. 

 

Make your bottom layer active and make a 

new layer by clicking on the new layer icon 

at the bottom of the Layer Palette.   

Ctrl+Click on your cat layer icon and you 

will see marching ants appear around your 

cat image.  

 

Right Click on your Flood Fill Tool on 
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your Tool Panel and select your Flood Fill.   Make sure your foreground colour is black by 

hitting D on your keyboard and click once on y our image.  You won’t see any difference, although if you 

turned the eye on your cat Layer on and off you will see there is a black area on the new layer.  Remove 

the marching ants by going to Select/Deselect (Ctrl+D). 

 

Go to Filters/Blur/Gaussian Blur and type in an amount of between 5 and 10.  You should see a blurred 

area appear around your cat image.  Put your cursor over the word Opacity at the top of your Layer 

palette and drag your cursor to the left.  This will reduce how visible that layer is.  You should see your 

blurred area on your image start to fade.  Drop your opacity to suit your taste. 

 

Save your image with a different file name. 
 

Selective Desaturation 

 
 

 

In some images you may want to turn it to Black and White while keeping a 

section of it in colour.  This can be done quite easily. 

 

Open your image. 

 

Duplicate and close off your original. 

 

In this lesson I am using the Cat image.  We are going to keep the orange cat 

in front in colour and turn the rest to black and white. 

 

Click on your Adjustment Layer Icon (1) and select Hue/Saturation.  A 

Hue/Saturation layer will now appear on your layer palette above your 

background layer.  On your Adjustment Palette slide y our Saturation all the 

way to the left (2).  You will see your image go to black and white. 

 

Click on your mask (3) to ensure there is a white line around the mask 

indicating this is active as this is where you will be working. 

 

By making your mask white you can see everything on that layer.  There are 

2 colours associated with masks….and that is black and white.  Think of it 

like night and day.  At night it is dark…you can’t see anything.  During the 

day it is light, you can see everything.  But what if it was night time and you 

were carrying a candle…you could see some things…but only where the 

candle was.  This is the same theory with masks.  Where ever the mask is 

black, that portion of the layer is not visible.  Where there is white on the 

mask, you can see that portion of the layer.  If there were grey areas, then 

you could partially see that area of the layer. 

 

So at the moment the mask is white…and we can see that the entire layer is visible…that is it is all in 

black and white on the image.  But we are going to mask out the orange cat at the front so that cat stays 

in colour.   

 

Choose your brush tool  and make sure your foreground colour is black by hitting D on your 

keyboard.  If black is not on top then click X to switch the colours around. Ensure your Brush settings in 
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your Control Panel are as follows and start painting on your main image.  You can alter your brush size 

by clicking on the brackets on your keyboard (next to the P key). The left bracket will make the brush 

smaller and the right bracket will make the brush larger.  You will see the colour start to show through.  

For more precise masking, zoom in and make your brush smaller and go slow along the edges so the 

other cats don’t start appearing in colour.  You will also notice on the mask on your Hue/Saturation 

layer in your Layer Palette now has a black marking on it.  This shows what area of that layer is visible 

(in white) and what area is hidden (in black).  Continue until your cat is in colour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now for the real test.  Sometimes it is hard to see if 

your got all the right area.  Alt+click on your 

Hue/Saturation Layer mask on your Layer Palette.  

Your image will now turn to black and white.  

Remember, white is the visible area of that layer.  

And black is the area you are hiding on that layer.  

Your main image should look like this with no 

messy areas.  If you do have areas that aren’t 

correct…you can paint directly onto this black and 

white image with your brush to neaten it up.  This 

is a great way to ensure you painted the entire area 

that you were meant to. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once your cat is neatly painted, Alt+click again on your 

Hue/Saturation Layer mask and the image will return 

to normal.  Your front cat should now be orange and 

the rest in black and white.   

 

Save your image in your folder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


